
Targeted strategies to accelerate

Learning English: Achievement & 
Proficiency (LEAP)



Background to LEAP

Applications

• applying the assessment tool to a student's work

• identifying key teaching points

• exploring targeted strategies to accelerate learning

• hearing from teachers and students

Questions and responses

Workshop Overview



LEAP Levels

• LEAP introduction (PDF 1.4MB)

• LEAP informative texts (PDF 107.9KB)

• LEAP persuasive and evaluative texts (PDF 124KB)

• LEAP recounting and narrating texts (PDF 110KB)

• LEAP Levels 1-6 oral language (PDF 211 KB)

• LEAP Levels 1-6 language (PDF 238KB)

• LEAP Levels 7-10 language (PDF 470KB)

• LEAP Levels 11-14 language (PDF 3.2MB)

• LEAP Levels strategies (PDF 1.3MB)

• LEAP glossary (PDF 1.6MB)

• LEAP folder order form

https://www.education.sa.gov.au/sites/default/files/learning-english-achievement-proficiency-leap-introduction.pdf?v=1610668963
https://www.education.sa.gov.au/sites/default/files/learning-english-achievement-proficiency-leap-informative-texts.pdf?v=1610669124
https://www.education.sa.gov.au/sites/default/files/learning-english-achievement-proficiency-leap-persuasive-evaluative-texts.pdf?v=1610669268
https://www.education.sa.gov.au/sites/default/files/learning-english-achievement-proficiency-leap-recounting-narrating-texts.pdf?v=1610669442
https://www.education.sa.gov.au/sites/default/files/learning-english-achievement-proficiency-leap-levels-1-6-oral-language.pdf?v=1610669567
https://www.education.sa.gov.au/sites/default/files/learning-english-achievement-proficiency-leap-levels-1-6-language.pdf?v=1610669670
https://www.education.sa.gov.au/sites/default/files/learning-english-achievement-proficiency-leap-levels-7-10-language.pdf?v=1610669837
https://www.education.sa.gov.au/sites/default/files/learning-english-achievement-proficiency-leap-levels-11-14-language.pdf?v=1610669943
https://www.education.sa.gov.au/sites/default/files/learning-english-achievement-proficiency-leap-targeted-strategies-to-accelerate-sae-proficiency.pdf
https://www.education.sa.gov.au/sites/default/files/learning-english-achievement-proficiency-leap-glossary.pdf?v=1610670045
https://www.education.sa.gov.au/webforms/learning-english-achievement-and-proficiency-leap-folder-order-form


Rationale and background



Contextual factors that called for review 

• Improve the usability

• Introduction of the 
National Literacy 
Learning Progression

• Clarify purpose of the 
tool to assess and track 
SAE development



Align to Literacy Progression
LEAP Levels take up 5 elements :

Speaking and Listening (3)

– Listening

– Interacting

– Speaking 

Writing (2)

– Creating texts 

– Grammar

In LEAP, however,

Grammar threads are used in both 
Speaking and Writing



Content and Layout

Category

Threads

Cells merged where no 
discernible differenceCells greyed out to 

show no descriptor 
at this level

Examples of Text Connectives moved 
to align with Literacy Progression

Sub-
threads

Aspect 



Applications

LEAP assessment of 
student’s samples

What key teaching 
points do you 
identify for this 
student?



Anna: Level 6



Unpacking the 
Strategies



PDF pages

p 6 p 37 p 67, 68 p 137 p 169 p 203



Table of contents 

An introduction

Learning sequences for 
4 proficiency bands

Resources

Hyperlinks to 
resources within 

the document and 
on the internet



PDF Pages 
13 - 16 

PDF Pages 
44 – 46

PDF Pages 
178 – 179; 
181- 183 

Anna: Level 6



Hearing from students and teachers

Year 1 Year 6
Secondary 

intensive English 
Year 8/9



East Marden PS

2022 year 1 teachers:

• levelled student work, moderated and then planned for 
improvement

• used a teaching and learning cycle to design writing lessons

• set goals to move students from levels 1-4 to levels 5-6.



Sentence structure sequence 3



East Marden Primary School



Annie Sobey

Middle Years EAL/D 
Teacher

Building teacher capacity 
to provide targeted support



Adelaide Secondary School of English

Intensive English Using LEAP to set goals 
and motivate students

Building metacognition 
and metalanguage



Adelaide Secondary School of English



Questions and responses 

Thank you

Beverley.white@sa.gov.au
bcustance@icloud.com




