Issues and Questions arising from the ATESOL ACT Submission to the 2024 Inquiry the
ACT Government Inquiry into Literacy & Numeracy in ACT Public Schools.

The following issues remain unaddressed.
1. Directorate and schools’ (i.e. principals’) accountability for funding:

a. the Commonwealth School Resourcing Standard (SRS) loading for low English proficiency
students?

b. the ACT Government resourcing for learners of English as an additional language/dialect
c. International students.
2. Data & reporting on:
a. the number and location of English language learners in ACT schools
b. their English language proficiency levels
c. the number and location of EAL/D designated teachers
d. the number and location of EAL/D programs
e. EAL/D teacher qualifications
f. EAL/D-specific professional development for:
i. mainstream teachers
ii. specialist EAL/D teachers.
3. Ensuring teacher EAL/D expertise
Policies on and support for:
a. teachers holding/gaining specialist EAL/D qualifications
b. EAL/D-informed professional development
c. relevant professional associations.

4. The Strong Foundations initiative and EAL/D learners.



Questions

Relevant documents

e ATESOL ACT Submission to the ACT Government Inquiry into Literacy & Numeracy in ACT Public
Schools (February 2024). (attached): see especially p. 9 ff.

e ACT Government Stronger Foundations Implementation:
https://www.act.gov.au/ _data/assets/pdf file/0008/2792186/SF _ImplementationReport 100924 Acces
sible.pdf

e ACT Government School Resourcing Review:
https://www.act.gov.au/ __data/assets/pdf file/0006/2965020/ACT-Public-School-System-Resourcing-
Review-Terms-of-Reference.pdf

The following questions should be asked of the ACT Government.

1.

RE ACCOUNTABILITY

For the years 2025, 2024, 2023:

1.

What amounts has the ACT Government received via the School Resourcing Standard (SRS) loading
for low English proficiency students?

Provide details on the amounts of this loading disbursed in regard to:
a. the names of ACT Government schools who have received this loading and the amounts received
b. other Directorate entities or activities (by name) funded through this loading
c. reporting (what and to whom?) on the outcomes achieved from these disbursements.
Has the ACT Government added to this loading? If so:
a. by how much?
b. for what purposes?

What is the total number of EAL/D learners supported from the Commonwealth English proficiency loading
and additional ACT government funding?

Disaggregate these data according to students’ English proficiency levels (Beginning, Emerging,
Developing, Consolidating) assessed using the ACARA Learning Progressions?

Where is information regarding total expenditure on provision for EAL/D learners accessible to:
a. parents
b. school councils
c. advocacy groups
d. the Legislative Assembly?

What has been the income received from International Student fees (in government schools) for each of
these years?

Disaggregate these data according to the name of each government school receiving this income.
How has expenditure of this income been reported?

To whom has it been it reported?
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2. RE: EAL/D LEARNER POPULATIONS
For the years 2025, 2024, 2023:

1.

8.
9.

How many students in ACT government schools were from Language Backgrounds Other than English
(based on the annual school census)?

How many of these students were identified as Pacifica?

How many of these students were assessed for English language proficiency using the ACARA
Learning Progression?

What does the Directorate do to ensure that:

a. all student s identified with Language Backgrounds Other than English are assessed for
English language proficiency?

b. these assessments are done by teachers with EAL/D expertise?

Is the Directorate confident that all EAL/D learners in in ACT government schools are validly and
reliably assessed for their English language proficiency? If yes, why? If not, why?

What were the English language proficiency levels (Beginning, Emerging, Developing, Consolidating)
of students in ACT government schools according to the ACARA EAL/D Learning Progression?’
Disaggregate these data according to:

a. student’s age

b. student Year Level in ACT schools

c. years in Australia (including born in Australia)

d. previous educational background (if not born in Australia)
e. the schools in which these students are located

f. performance on NAPLAN tests.

How many students were identified as Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders in ACT government
schools?
Disaggregate these data according to:

a. speakers of languages traditional Indigenous languages
b. speakers of kriols and emerging dialects
c. performance on NAPLAN tests.

Where are these data held and how can they be accessed?

What data is accessible on the Directorate website?

3. RE: EAL/D PROVISION
For the years 2025 and 2026:

1. How many ACT Government schools have designated EAL/D teaching positions?

Disaggregate these data according to:
a. the name of each school

b. the number of equivalent fulltime teaching positions in each school

1 Microsoft Word - EALD Learning Progression July 2015

These data are collected by the Education Directorate but we cannot find where they are reported.
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https://docs.acara.edu.au/resources/EALD_Learning_Progression.pdf

c. the number of these teachers in each school with EAL/D-specific qualifications
d. the level of these teachers’ qualifications

e. the number of students in each school identified as having a Language Background Other
than English (LBOTE)

f. the number of students in each school assessed on the ACARA EAL/D Progression levels
g. the proficiency levels of these students (Beginning, Emerging, Developing, Consolidating)
h. the duties of designated EAL/D teachers in each school according to:
i. the percentage load in administrative duties
ii. the percentage load in duties devoted to teaching EAL/D learners
iii. the percentage load relief teaching
iv. other duties.

2. How many ACT Government schools have designated EAL/D provision?

Disaggregate these data according to:
a. the name of each school

b. the proficiency levels of students in each school (Beginning, Emerging, Developing,
Consolidating)

c. the type of EAL/D tuition in each school, according to:
i. intensive EAL/D specific classes, including:
a. number of tuition hours per week for EAL/D learners
b. English proficiency level of learners in these classes

c. the number of teachers teaching these classes who hold EAL/D-specific
qualifications

d. the level of their EAL/D teaching qualifications.
ii. extra support for EAL/D students in mainstream classes

iii. the English proficiency level of students receiving support in mainstream
classes

iv. who provides this extra support (qualified teacher, EAL/D qualified teacher,
teacher’s assistant)

d. type of administrative support for EAL/D learners.

4. RE: PROFESSIONAL EXPERTISE
For the years 2023, 2024 and 2025:
1. How many teachers in ACT Government schools hold specialist EAL/D / TESOL qualifications?
Disaggregate these data according to:
a. level of qualification
b. name of each school where teachers are located.

2. What EAL/D-specific professional learning (PL) opportunities have been offered to teachers of EAL/D
learners by the Directorate?

Disaggregate these data according to:



a. number of sessions per year

b. length of sessions

c. content of sessions

d. expertise and qualifications of those providing professional learning

e. cost of non-Directorate presenters (fees, travel, accommodation)

—h

number of attendees.

2. What has the Directorate done to facilitate teachers with EAL/D learners to support each other,
communicate ideas and develop professionally across schools (i.e. facilitate “communities of
practice”)?

3. What has the Directorate done to ensure that school principals are EAL/D-informed?

4. What has the Directorate done to support and encourage ACT government school teachers to access
EAL/D-specific professional learning opportunities (formal qualifications and incidental opportunities)
provided by non-Directorate entities, for example, from:

a. the University of Canberra
b. ATESOLACT
c. Other professional associations?

5. RE: THE STRONG FOUNDATIONS INITIATIVE — INCLUSION OF EAL/D LEARNING

NEEDS.

ACT Government Stronger Foundations Implementation:
https://www.act.gov.au/ data/assets/pdf file/0008/2792186/SF ImplementationReport 100924 Accessible.pd

f. A word search of this document finds:
e no reference to:

o
O
o

Learner

EAL or EALD

one use of “English” and “language” in the following sentence in the front matter:
If English is not your first language and you require a translating and interpreting service, please
phone 13 14 50.

Provide an itemised report on actual 2024-2025 expenditure in relation to each of the 8 recommendations
on pages 4 — 5.

What feedback is being sought on this implementation from classroom teachers, including in relation to

their EAL/D learners? How is this feedback being sought?

In the materials, resources and professional learning provided to schools, what support is given to teachers

of EAL/D learners to adapt these materials to understand and respond to EAL/D learners’ needs? Provide

details on:

ooTop

d.

a.

face-to- face professional learning sessions with classroom teachers
on-line self-access professional learning at teacher discretion

any other professional learning support

expenditures on each of the above.

Re 01 Adopt a system wide approach:

which professional subject teacher associations were included consultations on the 2026
Learning and Teaching Policy?

how were they consulted?
how is their feedback reflected the final policy?
who was consulted re EAL/D learning needs?

how are EAL/D learning needs included in the final policy?
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5. Re 03 Consistent and centrally supported curriculum:

a.

what guidance and support are schools receiving to ensure they select appropriate quality
resources, including resources suitable for EAL/D learners?

what feedback, accountability and reporting is required on the outcomes for EAL/D learners
achieved using these resources, from whom is this feedback being sought, and to whom is
reporting directed?

6. Re 04 -Teach using evidence-informed practices:

a.

what evidence regarding EAL/D learners and EAL/D learning was considered in developing the
Evidence-Informed Framework?

how many EAL/D experts contributed to the development of this Framework? how was their
expertise ascertained?

provide itemised costings for the development of this Framework.

how will teachers be supported in implementing this Framework to meet EAL/D learners
specific needs?

7. Re 05 - Consistent assessment and diagnostic tools:

a.

were EAL/D learners disaggregated in the 2025 trials of assessment approaches? If yes, what
did the data show? If not, why not?

how will the ACARA EAL/D Learning Progressions be administered and interpreted vis a vis
the 2026 mandatory assessments?

will EAL/D learners be double-assessed?

what account will these mandatory assessment tools take of EAL/D learners English
proficiency levels?

what will be done to ensure that administering and reporting on these mandatory assessment
tools do not increase teacher workloads?

8. Re Consultation, evaluation and review (p. 8):

a.

b.

why were/are subject associations not included as Implementation Partners?
were/are subject associations consulted in any way? If yes, how? If not, why not?

as the professional association representing EAL/D teachers and learners, was/is ATESOL
ACT consulted? If yes, how? If not, why not?

which research organisations and universities were engaged as evaluation partners in
developing the Evaluation Framework in 20247

which of these partners had expertise in regard to EAL/D learning and learners? How was this
expertise ascertained?

Provide an itemised report on monies so far expended and anticipated on this consultation,
evaluation and review.

Are the human and material resources devoted to implementing the Strong Foundations initiative in basic

literacy and mathematics impacting other curriculum areas re funding, staffing and timetabling? Provide
detailed evidence to support this answer.

10. Beyond basic literacy and numeracy skills, what is the Directorate doing to support:

a.

b.

all students at all Year levels attaining advanced skills in literacy and numeracy

provision of EAL/D-informed teaching at each Year level.



