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Response to question on notice 
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3 March 2026 
Question No. 949 

 

MR EMERSON MLA: To ask the Minister for Education and Early Childhood 

1. Has the review of the English as an Additional Language or Dialect (EAL/D) Learner School 
Procedures due to be reviewed in August 2024 taken place; if so, can a copy of the review be 
provided. 

2. How many students in ACT Government schools were from Language Backgrounds Other than 
English in (a) 2023, (b) 2024 and (c) 2025, based on the annual school census and broken down 
by language. 

3. What were the English language proficiency levels (Beginning, Emerging, Developing, 
Consolidating) of students in ACT Government schools according to the Australian Curriculum, 
Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA) EAL/D Learning Progression. 

4. How many ACT Government schools have designated EAL/D teaching positions and how many 
have designated EAL/D provision. 

5. How many teachers in ACT Government schools hold specialist EAL/D / Teaching English to 
Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL) qualifications, broken down by school. 

6. How is EAL/D being incorporated into the implementation of the Stronger Foundations program. 

 

 

MS BERRY MLA - The answer to the Member’s question is as follows: 

1. Minor amendments were made to the EAL/D Learner Procedures in August 2024, including 
updating the template and an additional section regarding Introductory English Centres. A full 
review will occur in August 2028 as part of the five year review cycle.  

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

2.  

Language Backgrounds Other than English (>100 students 
K-12) by Main Language Spoken at Home (exc. English) 2023 2024 2025 
Mandarin 695 779 775 
Arabic 617 632 619 
Urdu 575 582 570 
Vietnamese 475 500 486 
Hindi 533 501 479 
Punjabi 387 411 437 
Bengali 331 303 304 
Nepali 235 259 303 
Malayalam 186 209 284 
Telugu 309 295 266 
Korean 246 251 231 
Spanish 247 242 230 
Tamil 214 201 203 
Gujarati 181 191 190 
Sinhalese 158 165 184 
French 192 190 180 
Cantonese 190 182 178 
Filipino 172 155 147 
Dari 136 129 147 
Indonesian 152 134 142 
Persian (excluding Dari) 140 135 131 
Dinka 130 133 127 
Japanese 121 116 113 
Thai 108 111 109 
Tagalog 122 122 107 

3.  

Year Beginning Emerging Developing Consolidating 
2023 1,108 2,348 3,401 2,612 
2024 1,001 2,184 3,333 2,912 
2025 1,082 2,272 3,521 2,978 

4. The data on how many ACT Government schools have designated EAL/D teaching positions is not 
centrally collected. Based on the EAL/D Census in 2025, there were 73 EAL/D programs operating 
in ACT public schools. 

5. This data is not centrally collected. 

6. As part of the Strong Foundations implementation, the Education Directorate are focused on 
continuing to uplift capability of all teachers and Learning Support Assistants to support EAL/D 
learners in schools. The consistency of transitions and support for EAL/D learners who exit 
Introductory English Centres (IECs) into mainstream settings is also a continued focus. Developing 
English Language proficiency of students in our schools will continue to occur in line with Strong 
Foundations. 

 



 
 
 

Approved for circulation to the Member and incorporation into Hansard. 

 

 

Yvette Berry MLA 
Minister for Education and Early Childhood                                                                  Date:  

This response required 630 minutes to complete, at an approximate cost of $1,012.24  
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