ATESOL ACT [

Dear ATESOL ACT Colleagues,
Welcome to the second newsletter for 2026.

Below you will find updates on the ATESOL ACT Committee, upcoming events, useful
resources, and an update on advocacy work.

Please read on!

With best wishes,

MaryClare Woodforde
Newsletter Editor.

NEW COMMITTEE

We welcome our new committee members and congratulate the new executive. Helen
remains the President, Bronwyn Singh as the Vice-President and ACTA Councillor, Sam
Chrzczonowicz as the Treasurer, and Humera Khan as Secretary. Please head to our

website to meet the new committee.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Save the date for these great ATESOL ACT events

Term 2: “Using Al in Teaching & Assessment: Possibilities & Pitfalls”.


https://atesolact.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=610d6933c3ef8fee466900ffe&id=d9f5696dc5&e=6735dc5117
https://atesolact.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=610d6933c3ef8fee466900ffe&id=d9f5696dc5&e=6735dc5117

On-line forum led by Liz Easton, jointly with ATESOL NT; 14 May. Register here.

Term 3: Libby Baker workshop on English verbs. Saturday 8th August, 2-4pm.

Term 4: Misty Adoniou on writing. Saturday, October 31st, 2-4pm.

QATESOL

(if you’re up north!)

From Sandstone to Saltwater — Professional Development Day in Townsville on
Saturday, 23rd May 2026.Many excellent speakers. For further information or to
register, click here.

ACTA Conference
Shaping the Future. Sydney 1-3 October 2026

The conference will bring together national and international educators, researchers,
and leaders to explore emerging challenges and opportunities in the TESOL field in
early childhood education, schools, universities, and industry. Areas will focus on
developments in policy, pedagogy and research in:

e National and international state of English as an additional language or dialect
education, leadership and teacher education

e Multilingual learner populations — child and adult Indigenous, immigrant,
refugee, transnational and foreign English language learners

e English as a second language and literacy learning in education, including in
English medium instructional and bilingual/multilingual settings.

Symposia include “How long does it take to learn EAL alongside the curriculum?” with
speakers Jim Cummins (University of Toronto), Lucy Lu (Australian Education Research
Organisation), Susan Creagh (University of Queensland).

Find out more through the TESOL conference website, noting that Early Bird

registration closes 30 May. Note: to register, you will need to create an account
through Oxford Abstracts: click on the link “ACTA Conference Registration Page” and
then follow the instructions for signing in to Oxford Abstracts.
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USEFUL RESOURCES

The PL held during Term 1 was not only well attended but incredibly well received by
everyone there. Focusing on EAL/D learners with additional needs, it was a purposeful
and practical session, and | know a lot of us who attended had several students in mind
when we were considering language learners who have additional needs. You can
access the slides from the presentation here, and if you haven’t already please do

read Simone Cassidy’s report, available here.

Highlighted in feedback from this session was that this information and understanding
of English language learners should be gaining the attention of decision makers.

ADVOCACY UPDATE

EAL/D learners in ACT Government schools.

Following his meeting with ATESOL ACT President, Helen Moore Independent MLA
Thomas Emerson has received answers to questions he put to Education Minister
Berry. Go to our Advocacy page to see what has been done leading to this meeting and

to read Minister Berry’s answers. ATESOL ACT will follow up on these answers.

AMEP

For an ABC report on the AMEP, including from an interview with Helen, go to:
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2026-03-14/adult-migrant-english-program-failing-
students-educators-say/106438170

Remember to forward this newsletter to your colleagues and
encourage them to sign up at
http://www.atesolact.org.au/join/
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