
 
  
 
 

 

 

Dear ATESOL ACT Colleagues, 
  
Welcome to our third newsletter for 2026. Take your time to read it and please do 
forward to your colleagues. 
  
Warm regards, 
MaryClare Woodforde. 
Newsletter Editor.  

 

News from your committee  
We are delighted to announce the recipients of support for registration for the 2026 
ACTA International TESOL Conference in Sydney (1 – 3 October). 
  
This support was made possible by joint funding from ATESOL ACT and COACTEA 
(Council of ACT Education Associations https://coactea.org.au/ ). 
  
The following ATESOL ACT members were selected through a competitive process that 
recognised their valuable professional and organisational contributions to TESOL in 
Canberra: 
   

• Humera Khan 

• Helen Moore 

• Janica Morella 

• MaryClare Woodforde 

• Andrew Maxwell 

  
Engagement in the Australian Council of TESOL Associations (ACTA), ATESOL ACT and 
our committee means that we become stronger teachers, researchers and advocates. 
We thank the applicants for their interest and look forward to hearing recipients’ 
reflections on the conference in a future ATESOL ACT newsletter. 
  
Congratulations to our Committee member, Elizabeth Hook, on her article “The 
Mysteries of English” published in Practical Literary Vol 31, No. 2, an Australian 
Literacy Educators (ALEA) journal: https://www.alea.edu.au/journals/ You will need to 
be an ALEA member to access it. 
  
Please share the love for ATESOL ACT. Download and print this membership flyer for 
your staffroom and let your colleagues know about the fantastic benefits of being a 

https://atesolact.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/2026-downloadable-flyer.pdf


 
  
 
 

 

 

part of our community. 
  
Our Term 2 and Term 3 professional learning events, with Liz Easton (Using AI) and 
Libby Baker (English Verbs), were great success. They were attended by educators 
from the schools, community groups and adult migrant sectors. The practical ideas 
were incredibly useful and it was a great opportunity to share practice. You can access 
the resources from these two events and previous professional learning events on the 
Recent Events page on our website at: https://atesolact.org.au/past-events/ 
   

 

Save the date! 
Upcoming ATESOL ACT Professional Learning 

 
Term 4: Writing Workshop with Misty Andoniou 

Saturday 31 October 2pm-4pm 
Details soon on our website: https://atesolact.org.au/  

Looking for more professional learning opportunities? 

 
1. Here in the ACT 

  
Check out the COACTEA website for listings of events by our fellow professional 
associations: https://coactea.org.au/  
  
Languages and Cultures Network of Australian Universities (LCNAU) Colloquium 
2026: ANU 23–25 November 
 
LCNAU 2026 will be held at ANU 23-25 November. It will opportunity to showcase the 
work researchers are doing in Languages & Cultures, and allow you to network with 
other educators and experts. The theme Languages at the Crossroads: Imagining 
Futures, Bridging Divides recognises a pivotal moment for language and culture 
education, as well as for research, policy and community engagement. Language 
education is being reshaped by new digital technologies and the rapid uptake of AI, 
prompting new questions about how languages are taught, learned, assessed and 
valued. At the same time, rising nationalism, culture wars and the spread of 
disinformation and ‘fake news’ place renewed pressure on communication, trust and 
public dialogue. 
 
Confirmed Keynote Speakers 
Dr Kay-Lee Jones – University of Canterbury 

https://atesolact.org.au/past-events/
https://atesolact.org.au/
https://coactea.org.au/
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2FwB7YeAZwOtG%3Fe%3D5c47196f26%26c2id%3D48c8464fbd093e4ac464542ea30cff13&data=05%7C02%7C%7C6993dc7dc9124c9e41fa08deca7758d9%7Cf1d4a8326c2144759bf48cc7e9044a29%7C0%7C0%7C639170811112931920%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rBP1FowISPy6MMLoUsZpXxA45mYRqnbTcRfMpXoFc7w%3D&reserved=0


 
  
 
 

 

Associate Professor Alice Chik – Macquarie University 
Associate Professor Francesco Ricatti – Australian National University 
  
See details at: Languages and Cultures Network of Australian Universities (LCNAU) 
2026 colloquium  
LCNAU will be immediately followed by two related conferences for a week-long ANU 
festival of languages:  

• The Australian Society for French Studies Annual Conference  (24-27 
November) 

• The Federation of Associations of Teachers of French in Australia (27-28 
November). 

ATESOL ACT membership gives you members’ rates (often free) at our fellow TESOL 
associations events  

 
2. ATESOL NSW Events: https://atesolnsw.org.au/professional-learning/ 

9 Sept. 4-5:30pm: Teaching the Sounds, Part 2: Use a pronunciation toolkit for 
individual and class practice. The workshop will use AV recordings from the classroom. 
Workshop participants will receive a free workbook with audio. This session satisfies 
TAFE standards for teachers to maintain professional currency requirements and NESA 
standards at proficient teacher level.  

 
3. VIC TESOL Events:  

https://victesol.vic.edu.au/professional-learning/ 
Subscribe to their calendar for regular on-line events.  

 
4. AMEP:  

2 Sept. 4-5pm. Supporting Pre-Literate Learners in the AMEP: Join experienced 
educators Zenia Pearl and Georgie Cole as they share practical strategies, classroom 
experiences, and success stories from working with learners from refugee and 
humanitarian backgrounds. Supporting Pre-Literate Learners in the AMEP  

 
5. Other great resources: 

The Bell Foundation provides quality materials for teachers of EAL/D students, 
including webinars, reading resources, and teaching strategies. They are based in the 
UK, so keep this in mind, but their resources are excellent. Their excellent advocacy 
work for EAL/D students and their teachers can serve as an inspiration for us. Check 
out their website and sign up for their newsletter here. 
  
Australian Education Research Organisation (AERO) have a very wide range of teaching 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2FZWQsT5P9G3I%3Fe%3D5c47196f26%26c2id%3D48c8464fbd093e4ac464542ea30cff13&data=05%7C02%7C%7C6993dc7dc9124c9e41fa08deca7758d9%7Cf1d4a8326c2144759bf48cc7e9044a29%7C0%7C0%7C639170811112988084%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Cm%2F5vkpMT008NQNhktu85TNoakQB4PGMtiPPaEauQds%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2FvCkgVoYA2Rh%3Fe%3D5c47196f26%26c2id%3D48c8464fbd093e4ac464542ea30cff13&data=05%7C02%7C%7C6993dc7dc9124c9e41fa08deca7758d9%7Cf1d4a8326c2144759bf48cc7e9044a29%7C0%7C0%7C639170811113032319%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pTexLbzF21FzClVF8Ukvojdj9J6medOIr4Snzh2TFXM%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2FPnQsHnpx3Vc%3Fe%3D5c47196f26%26c2id%3D48c8464fbd093e4ac464542ea30cff13&data=05%7C02%7C%7C6993dc7dc9124c9e41fa08deca7758d9%7Cf1d4a8326c2144759bf48cc7e9044a29%7C0%7C0%7C639170811112431610%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=icouHIpGf6ydWT3cz97Xu04v82yDO8x7YW9mL1vA6aw%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2FPnQsHnpx3Vc%3Fe%3D5c47196f26%26c2id%3D48c8464fbd093e4ac464542ea30cff13&data=05%7C02%7C%7C6993dc7dc9124c9e41fa08deca7758d9%7Cf1d4a8326c2144759bf48cc7e9044a29%7C0%7C0%7C639170811112431610%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=icouHIpGf6ydWT3cz97Xu04v82yDO8x7YW9mL1vA6aw%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2FEEqhyLfdDDN%3Fe%3D5c47196f26%26c2id%3D48c8464fbd093e4ac464542ea30cff13&data=05%7C02%7C%7C6993dc7dc9124c9e41fa08deca7758d9%7Cf1d4a8326c2144759bf48cc7e9044a29%7C0%7C0%7C639170811112481493%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lIxPU%2FcS8mwydDsqyjRqOhY%2BmTIY%2BYH2hannr7hd5xg%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2FrcgWLTRn1Pb%3Fe%3D5c47196f26%26c2id%3D48c8464fbd093e4ac464542ea30cff13&data=05%7C02%7C%7C6993dc7dc9124c9e41fa08deca7758d9%7Cf1d4a8326c2144759bf48cc7e9044a29%7C0%7C0%7C639170811112538810%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7tBncm92ielZf7EKpW0qrY6xGeHme%2F2p0dMJ3KqGXvM%3D&reserved=0
https://victesol.vic.edu.au/professional-learning/
https://events.humanitix.com/supporting-pre-literate-learners-in-the-amep
https://www.bell-foundation.org.uk/our-work/with-schools/national-year-of-reading-2026/


 
  
 
 

 

 

resources, including a practice guide for early childhood language trajectories. This 
guide, updated in May 2026, outlines the behaviours and changes that educators may 
see in young children, and how educators can support their language development. 
  
The Language and Literacy in Education Network also regularly publishes articles 
relevant to our work. Please read this recent article on the challenges of teaching 
phonics in linguistically diverse classrooms. 
  
Research participants wanted:  

• University of New England: Classroom practices and views on heritage 
languages 

• University of New England: Perceptions and use of bilingual teaching 
assistants 

• Monash University: Seeking Australian Secondary School Teachers for 
Research on Trauma-Informed Education 

ADVOCACY UPDATE 
1. ACTA Position Paper on Synthetic Phonics and EAL/D learners.  
This paper is in process of finalisation and will be launched at the ACTA conference in 
Sydney (1-3 October). ATESOL ACT President, Dr Helen Moore, is a contributing 
author. Once launched, links to it will be available on the ACTA and ATESOL ACT 
websites. 
  
For other useful articles on synthetic phonics, go to: 
https://www.llen.online/blog/category/Phonics (written for teachers) 
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s44020-026-00106-3 (more theoretical; 
looking specifically at pronunciation and phonics) 
 
2. Data on EAL/D learners in ACT schools.  
Helen met with Independent MLA Thomas Emerson, following which he asked a 
number of questions in the Legislative Assembly about EAL/D provision in ACT 
government schools. These can be found on the ATESOLACT website at 
https://atesolact.org.au/advocacy/ Note: the non-answers are as significant as the 
answers. 
 
3. Reform of the Adult Migrant English Program (AMEP).  
The Government has announced a major reform to the AMEP. Details can be found at 
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/reports-and-publications/submissions-and-
discussion-papers/reform-of-the-adult-migrant-english-program. Concerning 
features are restrictions on eligibility, changes to childcare provisions and failure to 
consult with stakeholders. ACTA is preparing a campaign requesting proper 

https://www.edresearch.edu.au/sites/default/files/2023-06/learning-trajectory-language-communication.pdf
https://www.edresearch.edu.au/sites/default/files/2023-06/learning-trajectory-language-communication.pdf
https://www.llen.online/blog/the-elephant-in-the-phonics-room-rethinking-phonics-in-diverse-classrooms-author
https://mcusercontent.com/2a9290bceb0d5655b2f0c4eab/images/041f76ae-4cf8-b518-f413-82bb183f7740.png
https://mcusercontent.com/2a9290bceb0d5655b2f0c4eab/images/041f76ae-4cf8-b518-f413-82bb183f7740.png
https://mcusercontent.com/2a9290bceb0d5655b2f0c4eab/files/863a2833-50ac-b79e-efce-23a199f0c6f8/FINAL_Veliz_Harper_and_Partridge_Recruitment_Flyer.02.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/2a9290bceb0d5655b2f0c4eab/files/863a2833-50ac-b79e-efce-23a199f0c6f8/FINAL_Veliz_Harper_and_Partridge_Recruitment_Flyer.02.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/2a9290bceb0d5655b2f0c4eab/files/a3939cf2-3fbd-7944-3a4f-7b690bbaaa6a/Seeking_Australian_Secondary_School_Teachers_A5.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/2a9290bceb0d5655b2f0c4eab/files/a3939cf2-3fbd-7944-3a4f-7b690bbaaa6a/Seeking_Australian_Secondary_School_Teachers_A5.pdf
https://www.llen.online/blog/category/Phonics
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s44020-026-00106-3
https://atesolact.org.au/advocacy/
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/reports-and-publications/submissions-and-discussion-papers/reform-of-the-adult-migrant-english-program
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/reports-and-publications/submissions-and-discussion-papers/reform-of-the-adult-migrant-english-program


 
  
 
 

 

 

consultation and opportunities to consider proposals. Check out the ACTA and ATESOL 
websites for a forthcoming media release and letters to politicians – they should be 
there by next week.  

 

A final reminder… 
If you teach in a school, did you attend ATESOL ACT PL events in Terms 1, 2 or 3? Don’t 
forget to complete your reflections within the TQI Portal. You can also find details and 
resources from previous PLs here. 
  
Stay in touch with us:  

Find out about ACTA, our national Council: www.tesol.org.au 
Sign up to receive notices about on-line events around Australia: Events – Australian 
Council of TESOL Associations 
Participate in conversations and ideas from EAL/D teachers around Australia: ACTA 
Adult ESOL Interest Group: Professional Conversations | Facebook  

Read ACTA’s free on-line journal TESOL in Context 

 

Remember to forward this newsletter to your colleagues and 
encourage them to sign up at 
http://www.atesolact.org.au/join/ 

 

 
 

 

https://atesolact.org.au/event/using-ai-in-teaching-and-assessment-with-liz-easton/
http://www.tesol.org.au/
https://tesol.org.au/events/
https://tesol.org.au/events/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ACTAadultESOL/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ACTAadultESOL/
https://ojs.deakin.edu.au/index.php/tesol
http://www.atesolact.org.au/join/
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